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FROM THE DEAN
The Library has changed a lot over the years. Gone are the days when we
housed mainly books and quiet students studying, barely making a sound. Our
spaces have become a lot more dynamic, and while we still have those sacred,
quiet spots for our students when they need it, the Library has shifted to
support collaborative work—research consultations between librarians
and students, groups gathered around whiteboards talking and scribbling
notes, and faculty members coming together for pedagogical workshops.
As I weave through our Main Library, I catch glimpses of the past in
photographs and displays, filing cabinets of old microfilm, and even
some furniture that dates back a few decades. Simultaneously, I am
surrounded by the life of the present. There are students huddled
in a booth, doubled over laughing, with their textbooks spread
out in front of them. One of our librarians is playing music in
the lobby to encourage students to check out a new book to
read for fun, and one student even pauses to take a selfie
with her. While education and the needs of our students
certainly have changed over the years, I’m proud to say
we have evolved as well.
EKU Libraries strives to support students’ academic
success, whether that means sitting down and
talking about how to find and cite scholarly
sources or making sure we have study spaces
to suit all learning styles. When we encounter
new challenges and needs, we stand by our
mantra that we are Here to Help—whatever
that might look like, and however that might
change. The Library is a place for going
and growing and we are glad to have
you with us on the journey.
Sincerely,

Julie S. George
Dean of Libraries
Cover photo: EKU Libraries 20/20 comparison.
The University Drive Entrance of the John
Grant Crabbe Main Library as it looked during
the 1920s versus 2020.
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Appalachian Reckoning & Speaking From the Margins
Audiences gathered twice in November to hear from the Appalachian
community. Co-sponsored with the Department of Communication, the
Appalachian Reckoning: A Response to Hillbilly Elegy panel invited
discussion in response to J.D. Vance’s Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a
Family and Culture in Crisis, highlighting the perspectives of people from
the Appalachian region. Authors from the book Appalachian Reckoning: A
Region Responds to Hillbilly Elegy, Ivy Brashear and Robert Gipe, and editor
Anthony Harkins led the discussion. A few weeks later, EKU students, alumni,
and faculty came together at Speaking from the Margins to talk about the
impact of being Appalachian on their higher ed experience.

EKU
Libraries

HAPPENINGS

Archives After Dark

Live @ Your Library: Hasan Davis

Nineteen students had a fun and productive overnight stay in the
Library as they worked on creative pieces inspired by items from EKU
Libraries’ Special Collections and Archives. Items ranged from baby
shoes that dated back to the 1800’s to an oral history about drunken
catfish! Check out the students' creations and read more about their
inspiration at issuu.com/ekulibraries.

EKU Libraries enjoyed a packed house for Hasan Davis’
living history performance highlighting a slave named York,
the unsung hero of the Lewis & Clark expedition. The
audience was mesmerized as Davis led them on a journey
through history and then explained the meticulous research
and work that went into bringing the story of York to life.

Alumni & Friends Book Club
The Alumni Engagement Office and EKU Libraries partnered to establish EKU’s first virtual book club.
Participants voted on book selections, choosing The Giver of Stars by JoJo Moyes as their inaugural book.
Members of the club utilized Facebook to engage in virtual book discussions, an approach that welcomed
participation regardless of location or time zone. We look forward to more great reads in the future! If you’d
like to participate, you can join the EKU ALumni & Friends Book Club on Facebook.
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EKU AFA 202
students saved

$10,000

OPEN ACCESS

in spring 2020 by using
an open access
textbook

Breaking barriers with EKU's first open textbook
Faculty, students, and community members gathered on February
20 to celebrate the launch of Slavery to Liberation: The African
American Experience (encompass.eku.edu/ekuopen/1), EKU’s
first open textbook. Conceived of and edited by EKU African and
African American Studies faculty, and published in the Encompass
Digital Archive, this book enabled students in all sections of AFA202
to freely access their course textbook from day one, and they will
maintain access to the work long after the course is complete. An
added bonus: access to this textbook is not limited to EKU students—
anyone worldwide can access Slavery to Liberation for free.

Prior to its publication in December, there were no open textbooks
on the subject of African American History. This remarkable
achievement is just the beginning. The Libraries plan to support
faculty and departments as they adapt more courses to take
advantage of open textbooks, commonly referred to as Open
Educational Resources or OERs. Open textbooks are just like
traditional textbooks, except that the authors have decided to
publish them under an open copyright license, which means that
anyone in the world can access, share, re-use, and/or adapt them.
Librarian Kelly Smith, chair of the Faculty Senate Open Textbook
Committee, recently secured $25,000 in Board of Regents
innovation funding in order to implement an Open Textbook
Incentive Grant program for EKU faculty and departments.
Faculty will be invited to submit proposals to adopt, adapt, or
create new OERs. Those whose proposals save the most money
for EKU students will receive cash grants and training.
To learn more about OERs at EKU, visit

libguides.eku.edu/oer
L-R. Dr. Ogechi Anyanwu, AFA Director and editor; EKU Interim President Dr.
David McFaddin; Dr. Joshua Farrington, editor and contributor; Kelly Smith,
librarian; Dr. Lisa Day, editor; Dr. Norman Powell, editor and contributor; Sandra
Powell, cover artist; Linda Sizemore, librarian; and Laura Edwards, librarian.
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(Above) Nathan Ritchie (pictured with his daughter), a student in Dr.
Joshua Farrington’s AFA202 course this semester, spoke about how he
was able to use the money he would have spent buying a textbook for
this course for his family instead.

Shifting our Help Model
Meeting the changing needs of
Eastern's students

Help Desk in 1928.

Traditionally, librarians sat at a desk and waited for patrons to stop by and ask questions.
With the rise of the internet, students are less likely to visit the brick and mortar library
to access information. Instead, the library building is becoming a space to study or meet
with friends. Questions at the desk have become more about printing problems, room
reservations, and laptops check-outs—quick and easy questions that do not require the
expertise of a librarian.
In response, EKU Libraries slowly shifted away from the traditional reference desk
model by placing ourselves “where the students are.” With online chat services now
embedded in our databases and search tools, we’re seeing a transition from quick and
easy questions to in-depth, point-of-need research assistance. Students searching the
Libraries’ databases from their dorm or even from another state are able to chat with a
librarian and receive the same quality of research assistance they would if they visited in
person. Additionally, research appointments, both online and in-person, give librarians the
opportunity to build impactful relationships with students by offering dedicated research
time. Students benefit from working with a research expert to develop strategies that not
only meet the needs of a specific assignment, but also cultivate information literacy skills
that form the foundation for life-long learning.

Librarian assisting a student at the
Help Desk in 1940.

Coming out from behind the desk has allowed librarians to become stronger partners
in education by creating space for students to receive high-quality, in-depth research
assistance no matter where they are. Through our online chat service and one-on-one
research appointments, librarians are able to dedicate more time to helping students
develop skills and habits of mind that are transferable to other assignments, courses,
work, and even life. At EKU Libraries, “you belong here,” whether you’re walking through
our doors or visiting us online.

Student checking out materials at
the Help Desk in 1967.

Information Desk at the Library
entrance in 1996.

Clay Howard (right) consults with student
employee Jordan Stanton in Java City.
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MOLD

The only thing not growing in
the library (anymore) is mold.
In July of 2019, Crabbe Library experienced what we now see as a series
of unfortunate events:
1. Prior to the long July 4 holiday weekend, carpets were shampooed
throughout the building.
2. Sometime during the Independence Day holiday weekend, the HVAC
stopped working in the building.
3. It was warm and rainy during the July 4 holiday weekend.
When staff returned on July 5, they were met first by a musty smell, followed
by furry mold patterns on carpets, walls, and, of course, books. The freshly
shampooed and damp carpets, high humidity, and rising temperatures— both
inside and outside—combined to activate dormant mold spores, which are
found in most indoor environments. Due to the extent of the impact (more
than 5,000 volumes in the Main Library and Learning Resources Center were
affected), EKU contracted professionals to mediate the mold and stabilize
the environment in the hardest hit areas. Library staff spent much of the year
dealing with the initial outbreak and cleanup of the mold, monitoring humidity
levels, inventorying books to reflect their availability in the catalog, and cleaning
books and areas that were not addressed by the mold remediation company.
Our mold story is one of growth—pun intended. Mold growth is a common
experience in libraries because mold like to grow on two things that are found
in books: adhesives and pigments. Though the Library had dealt with small
mold outbreaks in the past, this incident occurred on a much larger scale,
allowing library faculty and staff to cultivate more knowledge and put much
needed preventive measures in place (such as updating our HVAC system).
Additionally, it provided an opportunity to provide services to maintain access
to the content in the quarantined books. Students and faculty in need of
resources that were unavailable due to the mold outbreak met with librarians
to develop workarounds; Library Express requested needed materials from
other libraries; and faculty requested additional instruction so that librarians
could demonstrate strategies for finding research that was readily available.
Today, the caution tape has been removed, books have been cleaned, and
we are more knowledgeable about not only how to recognize different types of
mold and identify what is at-risk, but also how to respond quickly and efficiently.
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Mold Facts:
• Mold spores are nearly everywhere, but are dormant until environmental
conditions trigger activation.
• Mold needs warm temperatures and high humidity to activate and spread.
Photos on left (from top to bottom): The circular pattern is one of
mold’s key characteristics and can easily be seen on this book The
Great Debates.
Mold is also identified by its “hairy” texture. Check out the hairy height
on our Catholics and the Civil War book—it’s basically a book toupee!
Books were isolated in order to minimize contamination, though over
5,000 books were affected.
Background photo: Books were not the only item cleaned—the
entire environment needed mediated, including shelving. Here,
student employee Alexandra Stewart uses a bleach wipe to tackle
any lingering mold spores.

• Mold and mildew grow in similar environments, but mold will be hairy
whereas mildew is more powdery.
• Mold loves certain adhesives. This was evident in our mold outbreak,
as the mold was typically found only on the outside boards of the books.
The adhesive used in attaching the cloth to the boards penetrates the
weave of the cloth, allowing mold to grow on the surface.
• Black and green books are more at risk due to ingredients in the
pigments that “feed” mold.
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Eastern of the 20s:

Not a Roar, but an Opportunity

When you picture the Roaring Twenties, it’s easy to fall prey to the
speakeasy and jazz club stereotypes of secret smoke-filled rooms,
hidden back-alley entrances, and whispered passwords. However,to
quote Eastern alumna Ruth Allen, “We didn’t roar so much [at Eastern],
we didn’t have the opportunity.”
Though Special Collections and Archives (SCA) would not come into
existence formally until 1976, you can experience what Eastern was
like during the twenties through the resources within our care. Various
University records will tell you the institution was on the precipice of
becoming Eastern Kentucky State Normal School and Teachers College,
a title it earned in 1922. Eastern publications show students paid $225
a year for tuition, board, room rent, and all “necessary expenses” while
other records depict the growth of the athletics program and the debut of
The Eastern Progress in February of 1922. An oral history from the editor
of the Eastern Progress in 1922 recounts how an unfortunate typo in the
inaugural issue of the school newspaper turned the word “shirts” into
something less savory. Photographs from the Ruth Knarr Yerkey Papers
offer a peek at the fashions students sported in 1924.
As we enter the next iteration of the “roaring twenties,” remember that
this decade will someday be the past and the resources you’re creating
will allow someone else to stroll through your time. Whether providing a
snapshot of a past decade or preserving the memories of today, SCA is
here for all of your research and preservation needs.

SHARE YOUR STORY WITH US
It's been said before: we live in unprecedented times. Are
you documenting your experience? Follow the link for tips,
prompts, and how to donate your journal and/or oral history
interview to the archives.

libguides.eku.edu/share-covid-impacts
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Photos (top to bottom): A line of students outside of the University
Building in the 1920s; EKU Photo Collection; Women posing in front
of a car on Eastern’s campus during the Y.W.C.A. Breakfast, May
1927; Ruth Knarr Yerkey Papers; Sara Marsh and Ora Kelly in front
of the University Building, 1927; Ruth Knarr Yerkey Papers; Class
Excursion to Lake Reba, October 1924; Ruth Knarr Yerkey Papers

Faculty Center for
Teaching & Learning
In 2013, EKU’s longstanding Teaching & Learning Center (TLC)
joined forces with the Noel Studio for Academic Creativity to
better meet the growing and evolving professional development
needs of our faculty. In partnership with the Noel Studio, the TLC’s
services soon outgrew its shared space with the Faculty Lounge
in the historic Keen Johnson Building. In 2018, the TLC officially
became the Faculty Center for Teaching & Learning (FCT&L)
with a move to its current space on the third floor of the Crabbe
(Main) Library. Along the way, the FCT&L not only expanded its
programming beyond traditional face-to-face offerings, but also
enhanced and transformed its services through deeper, more
impactful collaboration with campus partners:
Faculty Innovators (FIs) Program—invites collaboration across
the disciplines, guided by faculty with knowledge and experience
in teaching and learning conventions within the colleges.
Developing Excellence in Eastern’s Professors (DEEP)—
provides faculty “anytime, anywhere” access via Blackboard to
quality professional development across a variety of teaching
and learning topics.

Teaching and Learning Innovation Series and Professional Learning
Communities—highlight campus expertise and encourage crossdisciplinary conversations and collaborations through one-time
workshops and ongoing learning communities developed and
hosted in response to identified needs.
FCT&L Institutes—create immersive, multi-day experiences through
a customizable selection of workshops, events, and interactions
designed to support faculty advancement and growth within a
specific area, such as Scholarship or Leadership.
Experimental Classroom—provides space, guidance, and support
in accordance with a teaching and learning protocol to faculty in
developing, testing, and assessing active learning experiences
for students.

Learn more about FCT&L at
studio.eku.edu/fctl

Cristina Tofan (right) speaks with a faculty
member during the annual EKU Libraries
Faculty Breakfast, which is held in the FCT&L.
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When we began planning this newsletter, we
had no idea that life would look like it does
right now, or just how necessary our ability
to evolve would be to the continued success
of our students. As we brainstormed content,
we realized that all of our ideas connected
to the Libraries adeptness at going with the
flow, problem-solving, and making important
decisions to help our students as their academic
needs change. I’m thankful that over the years
we have fostered a willingness to adapt—and
adapt quickly—when needed. In the midst of
this global pandemic crisis, EKU Libraries has
remained committed to its students and campus
community. Our employees are working hard to
help students and faculty who are figuring out
how to learn and teach remotely, whether that
entails video consultations, connecting them
to helpful online resources, or being available
for live chat to answer questions and offer
research assistance. No matter what happens,
EKU Libraries is Here to Help.
- Julie George, Dean of EKU Libraries
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THANK YOU

Note of
Reflection

Honor Roll of Friends
Fiscal Years 2019 and 2020 (July 1, 2018-October 15, 2019)
Larry & Melissa Abney
Colonel William Adams
Dr. Joy Allameh
Joe & Melinda Allen
Cathy Andersen
Dr. Thomas Appleton
Diane Arnold
Tom Arnold
Lorna Atwater
Shirley Baechtold
Loreen Bailey
Ameen Berrios
Faye Best
Martha Bogard
Bonnie Branham
Dr. Anne Brooks
James & Sally Brown
Timothy & Karla Brown
Laverne Brumley
Sandra Burberry
Jack M. Burkich
Martha Campbell
Mary Campbell
Dr. Jayne Caudill-Bielecki
Pennie Centers
Charles & Billie Chance
Genevieve Clay
Joyce Cobb
Dr. Lisa Collins
Malcolm & Javena Conlee
Cathy Conleey
Lewis Cope
Robert & Donna Cox
Robert Craig
Dr. Robert & Joyce Creek
Gerald & Jeannette Crockett
Dave Dale
Nancy Daniel
Trudy Daniels
Dr. John & Martha Davidson
Beverly & Shirley Dezarn
P. L. & Jerry Dimitrov
Katherine Dunn
Jerome Molumby & Patricia Eckert
Dr. William & Charlotte Ellis
Nancy Enzie
David & Beth Erb
Sharon Estes
Dr. Hank & Linda Everman
Dr. Steve and Helen Fardo
Harry & Sharon Feeback
Don & Jodie Feltner
Kathy Flood
Lucy Flood
Martha Gabbard
Andrew & Betina Gardner

Wanda Garr
Harry Rice & Carol Gilliam
Mary Jean Giltner
Betty Givan
Barbara Graff
Drs. John & Phyllis Gump
Philip & Sarah Gump
Charles & Dr. Melba Hay
Helen L. Helton
Eugene & Janell Henson
Carolyn Hieronymus
Floyd Hines
Dr. Hal & Kathy Holmes
Dan & Abby Horn
R. Douglas & Gayle Hutcherson
Kenneth and Jean Johnson
Dr. Kevin Jones
Shirley & Kathy Kearns
Dr. Dot Kirkpatrick
Larry & Jayne Klinefelter
Drs. Fred & Mary Ann Kolloff
Doris Lash
Ronnie & Carol Lawson
Dr. Christie Lewis
Willis Lewis
Carl & Joan Little
Peggy Lukens
Barbara Mackison
Wayne & Linda Mandell
Jey Marks
Dr. Kevin & Lois Martello
Dr. Billy & Kari Martin
Dr. Thomas & Veronica Martin
Earl & Della Matthis
Phill & Arlene Mattingly
Dr. Nancy McKenney
Charles & Jean Metcalf
Karen Miller
Matt & Nicole Montgomery
Martha Moore
Andre Morrison
Arthur & Sharlene Mullen
Martha Mullins
Robert Munroe
Erin Murphy
Bert & Cherie Mutersbaugh
Dr. Marshall Myers
Joe Ann Nassida
Dee Nelson
Pat New
Dr. Eugene & Cynthia Palka
Forniss Park
Joyce Pilling
Dr. Barbara Ramey
Zach & Krista Rhodus
George & Judy Ridings

Mearl & Alpha Risner
Diane Robertson
Dr. Robert & Carol Rogow
Jennifer Russell
Melissa Schutt
Nicholas Sexton
Margaret Shackelford
David & Jill Silver
Colonel John Simpson
Richard & Rita Smart
Amanda Smith
David & Jennifer Smith
Kelly Smith
Karen Spegal
Lori Spraggs
Christina Stallard
David & Laura Steidle
Lynne Stidham
Kara Storm
Gordon & Beverly Stringer
Dr. Brack Strong
Dr. Jack & Amelia Taylor
Susan Taylor
Ashley Thacker
Virginia Thacker
Dr. William & Nancy Thames
Dr. Stuart Tobin
Julie True
Jeremy Turner
Rebecca Turner
James & Patsy Turney
Carrie Tuttle
Chris Tuveson
Dennis Van Horn
Jackie Vance
John Vanover
Roger Vanzant
Richard & Phyllis Volz
Sue Waehaus
Matthew Waitkus
Dr. Jen Walker
Dr. Wilma Walker
Clifford Wallace
Dennis & Nancy Warren
Judy Warren
Tanalee Wasson
Dan & Marian Wells
Laurence & Hazel Wells
Rodney & Donna White
Dr. Doug & Joanne Whitlock
Allan & Brenda Wickersham
James Wihebrink
Dr. Ron & Ruth Wolfe
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Eastern Kentucky University Libraries
103 Libraries Complex
Eastern Kentucky University
521 Lancaster Avenue
Richmond, Kentucky 40475

Graduating
Libraries Employees
Fall 2019

May 2020

Kayla Roark

Ajiani Evans
Sarah Hill
Makaila Koos
Jenna Price

Kara Steven
Brock Turner
Emily Robinson
Maddie Caple

Between the Columns Credits
Contributors: Jens Arneson, Ashley Cole, Julie George, Todd King, Sara McFerron, Trenia Napier,
Sarah Richardson, Kelly Smith, Christina Stallard, and Ashley Thacker
Photographs Courtesy of: Christina Stallard, Krista Rhodus, EKU Communications and Brand
Management, and EKU Special Collections & Archives.
Designer: Melissa Abney

#EKULibraries #YouBelongHere
Visit us on the web: library.eku.edu
Read this issue electronically: issuu.com/ekulibraries

